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PREFACE

and his correspondents of a colon followed by a capital,
and as the letters were often written without break it has
been thought permissible not to adhere always to the
paragraphing in letters already printed, or to leave the
reader without that assistance in letters printed for the
first time.

In addition, a study of the letters and account-books be-
longing to Swift has enabled the chronological order of
many letters hitherto undated to be determined, and, in
some instances, wrong dates, which had been attached by
previous editors, to be detected.

Besides a very great increase in the Correspondence, a
comparison of the present edition with that of Sir Walter
Scott will show that there are few letters included in his
edition which appear in this one without some alteration.
As will be seen from the frequency with which his name
is quoted as the authority, Sheridan has been found the
editor whose work evinces the greatest care, and there is
reason to think that he had means no longer in existence
of correcting the text given by his predecessors. The
most extraordinary view of the duties of an editor was
taken by Faulkner, and solecisms, which Sheridan noticed
and corrected, arose not infrequently from Faulkner's con-
fidence that he could improve what came from even the
pen of Swift For instance, the use in the third person
singular of verbs of the termination th, to which Sheridan
calls attention, is not generally found in Swift's autograph
letters, and appears to have been due to Faulkner.

The principal sources from which the previous editions
have been augmented and revised are:

a The collection formed by John Forster, and now
preserved in the Victoria and Albert Museum, South
Kensington.

b A volume of autograph letters of Swift in the posses-
sion of Mr. John Murray, of Albemarle Street.

c Three volumes of autograph letters and drafts, being
the material for Hawkesworth's " Letters writtend. In the punctuation some revision has been
